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origins of Eartha€™s so-called black diamonds were in
deep, universal time, geologists have discovered. Black
diamonds came from none other than interstellar space.
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in Brazil and the Central African Republic.

&€ceConventional diamonds are mined from explosive
volcanic rocks [kimberlites] that transport them from depths
in excess of 100 kilometers to the Eartha€™s surface in a
very short amount of time, &€ said Sonia Esperanca,
program director in the National Science Foundationd€™s
Division of Earth Sciences, which funded the research.
a€ceThis process preserves the unique crystal structure that
makes diamonds the hardest natural material known.&€

From Australia to Siberia, from China to India, the geological
settings of conventional diamonds are virtually identical, said
Haggerty. None of them are compatible with the formation of
black diamonds.

Approximately 600 tons of conventional diamonds have been mined, traded, polished and adorned since
1900. &4€ceBut not a single black/carbonado diamond has been discovered in the worlda€™s mining fields,a€
Haggerty said.

The new data support earlier research by Haggerty showing that carbonado diamonds formed in stellar
supernovae explosions. Black diamonds were once the size of asteroids, a kilometer or more in diameter
when they first landed on Earth.

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent federal agency that supports fundamental
research and education across all fields of science and engineering, with an annual budget of $5.58 billion.
NSF funds reach all 50 states through grants to nearly 1,700 universities and institutions. Each year, NSF
receives about 40,000 competitive requests for funding, and makes nearly 10,000 new funding awards. The
NSF also awards over $400 million in professional and service contracts yearly.

1of2 1/24/2007 5:51 PM



Geologists Discover Origin of Eartha€™s Mysterious Black Diamonds file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Garai/Desktop/0-web%20page...

News Story Origin and Copyright: BNL
Click here for the original news release.

FRIMT
THIZ FAGE

Shop at the PhysLink.com Science eStore

Space Shuttle Mission Voyage to the Mystery Microscope Accessory
Insignias Poster Moon NOVA DVD Kit

$12.99 $9.95 /each $19.95 $17.95 /each $14.99 $12.95 /each
View details View details View details

In the Path of a Killer
Volcano NOVA DVD

$49.95 $17.95 /each
View details

Click here to view other physics & astronomy related products from our online store.

CLICK HERE

get a FREE GIFT with orders over $50
and FREE SHIPPING on orders over $100

All rights reserved. A© Copyright '1995-'2007 PhysLink.com

2 of 2

1/24/2007 5:51 PM



