Kansas City infoZine News - Geologists Discover Origin of Earth's Myst...

Kansas City
L

. L i !r." g
fo < inc leidiindil.

Ly

file:///C:/Documents%20and%?20Settings/Garai/Desktop/0-web%20page...

Greater Kansas City's User-Driven News Source

Online Since 1994

Home Arts Business Community Computer Education Environment Family Features Food Health Jobs National Pets Politics Science Sports Travel World RSS

Current User :: Guest k Add your news directly to the infoZine web site k login or create new user account

Ads by Google ¥ Topics k Science & Technology
~

E B

Friday, January 26, 2007
Job and Career Listings +

E] classmates.com- Ads by Goodle

JFK. High Ridgermont Find Your High g h | )
School High School School Here earc Free Online Photo
Album
Survey Alert .
Ads by Google Ads by Goog A Create An Online Photo

(] Missing data... Website With Blogger.
- Your input required, click OK to continue. Learn About

Survey Alert Photoblogging!

' Missing data...

Advertise on infoZine.com

- Your input required, click OK to continue.

www.blogger.com

Tuesday, January 09, 2007 ::
Secure Login k

Outer Space

Search Site =

infoZine Staff :: page views

Geologists Discover Origin of Earth's Mysterious Black Diamonds...

Leonardo Da Vinci News
Photos, articles and
interviews Read the

breaking news right now
examiner.com

If indeed "a diamond is forever," the most primitive origins of Earth's
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"Conventional diamonds are mined
from explosive volcanic rocks
[kimberlites] that transport them
from depths in excess of 100
kilometers to the Earth's surface in a
very short amount of time," said
Sonia Esperanca, program director in
the National Science Foundation's
Division of Earth Sciences, which
funded the research. "This process
preserves the unique crystal
structure that makes diamonds the
hardest natural material known."
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2006, in the journal Astrophysical
Journal Letters, scientists Jozsef
Garai and Stephen Haggerty of
Florida International University,
along with Case Western Reserve
University researchers Sandeep
Rekhi and Mark Chance, claim an
extraterrestrial origin for the unique
black diamonds, also called
carbonado diamonds.
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Infrared synchrotron radiation at
Brookhaven National Laboratory was
used to discover the diamonds'
source.

Advertise on this site
"Trace elements critical to an 'ET'
origin are nitrogen and hydrogen,"
said Haggerty. The presence of
hydrogen in the carbonado diamonds
indicates an origin in a hydrogen-rich
interstellar space, he and colleagues
believe.

The term carbonado was coined by
the Portuguese in Brazil in the
mid-18th century; it's derived from
its visual similarity to porous
charcoal. Black diamonds are found
only in Brazil and the Central African
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conventional diamonds are virtually identical, said Hagge
compatible with the formation of black diamonds.

Approximately 600 tons of conventional diamonds have t
polished and adorned since 1900. "But not a single black
been discovered in the world's mining fields," Haggerty s

The new data support earlier research by Haggerty show
diamonds formed in stellar supernovae explosions. Black
size of asteroids, a kilometer or more in diameter when t
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