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Haggerty ance tried cutting one with a saw. After a week, the saw
burned out. His student tried for a month, to no avail.

But the carbonado can be used in industry, though they are not
currently mined. French colonialists mined therm in Brazil in the late
19th century for use in polishing hard woods, Haggerty said. In the
garly 20th century, builders used them as drill bits on the Panama
Canal praject,

Cwtside of Brazil, they are found only in the Central African
Fepublic.

‘In Africa, the country's almost paved with them,” said Patrick
Taylor, a geophysicist at MASAS Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, td., and one of the few people who have studied the
diamands,

The carbonadao diamonds are much bigger than their clear cousins.
The biggest reported is the size of a cantaloupe — 3,167 carats — a
full 81 carats heavier than the Cullinan diamond, the record-size
conventional diamond held among the British Crown jewels, Haggerty
said.

Haggerty has been theorizing about the carbonada's extra
terrestrial origins for a decade. His latest research, published in The
Astrophysical Journal, relied on colleagues measuring carbonados’
energy waves at the Brookhaven Mational Laboratory in Long Island
and comparing them to known extraterrestrial diamonds. They
needed a 20-ton hydraulic press to break ane.

He has a number of other arguments to support his thesis, but not
everyone is convinced.

"He always has interesting notions, but | don't believe it," said Paul
DeCarli, a senior research scientist emeritus at SRI International in
kienlo Park, Calif., who believes the diamonds were formed on Earth,
transformed deep underground and then regurgitated.

Peter Heaney, a mineral science expert at Pennsylvania State
University, calls Haggerty one of the diamond world's most wibrant
thinkers but says hiz latest paper is not the "smoking gun” that solves
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"It's not really to say that he's necessarily wrong," Heaney said.
"Everything's on the table now."

b 04501 - Q4508 |_‘_|



