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Press Release 07-001

from Cuter Space: Geologists Discover Origin of Earth's Mysterious
Black Ciamonds

EIf indeed "a diamond is forever,” the most primitive arigins of Earth's
rso-called black diamonds were in deep, universal time, geologists have
EdiSED\.-'EI’Ed. Black diamonds came from none other than interstellar space.

'In a paper published online on December 20, 2006, in the journal
vastrophysical Journal Letters, scientists Jozsef Garai and Stephen Hagogerty

Ecnf Florida International University, along with Case Western Reserve
"niversity researchers Sandeep Rekhi and Mark Chance, claim an
rextraterrestrial origin for the unigue black diamonds, also called carbonado
rdiamonds.

\Infrared synchrotron radiation at Brookhaven Mational Laboratory was used to
the diamonds' source,

"Trace elements critical to an 'ET' origin are nitrogen and hydrogen,” said
EHaggertyr. The presence of hydrogen in the carbonado diamonds indicates an
rarigin in a hydrogen-rich inkterstellar space, he and colleagues believe,

EThe term carbonado was coined by the Portuguese in Brazil in the mid-18th
rcentury; it's derived from its visual similarity to porous charcoal. Black
vdiarmonds are found anly in Brazil and the Central African Republic.
E"Cunventiunal diamonds are mined from explosive volcanic rocks [kimberlites]
Ethat transport them from depths ir'|_ EKCESS_Df 100 kilometers to the Earth's




